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Dataset Overview

2.7 million unique public domain U.S. newswire articles
Spans 1878-1977
Each article reproduced 32 times on average

Includes georeferencing, topic tfagging, named entities, and individual
disambiguation.

Lists newspapers that printed the article on their front page, with Library of
Congress metadata.



Geographic Coverage

e Washington DC: 27% of content
e New York: 5%




International Coverage

e 25.7% international datelines
e Peaks during World Wars
e Strong focus on Europe

Europe
—— Latin America, Canada, and the Caribbean
—— Middle East and North Africa

Asia

Australia and the Pacific
—— Sub-Saharan Africa
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Topic Tagging

e Politics: 37% of arficles
e Crime peaks during Prohibifion
e Protests peak in 1960s

Politics

—— Crime

—— Labor Movement
Government Regulation
Protests

—— Civil Rights
Antitrust
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Comparative Agendas Topics

International Affairs

Law, Crime, and Family Issues

Health

Federal Government Operations

Banking, Finance and Domestic Commerce
Churches and Religion

Agriculture

Energy

Civil Rights

Foreign Trade

Labor, Immigration, and Employment
State and Local Government Administration
Transportation

Education

Space, Science, Technology, and Communications
Community Development and Housing
Macroeconomics

Weather and Natural Disasters

Sports and Recreation

Social Welfare

Arts and Entertainment

Environment

Fires
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Other, Miscellaneous, and Human Interest
1900 1960 Public Lands and Water Management

Death Notices

Defense




Named Entity Recognifion

e 43.7M entity mentions
e Tracks major historical events eg. WWI and WWI

Person

—— Location

—— Organisation
Miscellaneous
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Entity Disambiguation

16.3M person mentions disambiguated to Wikidata

61,933 unique individuals
Most mentioned:

e Dwight D. Eisenhower (9,530 articles)
e Richard Nixon

e Harry S. Truman

e Adolf Hitler

e Nikita Khrushchev

Only 4.6% of mentions are women
Most mentioned woman: Golda Meir



Applications

e Language Model Training

o Additional historical information
e Avoid look-ahead bias
e Reduce copyright risk

e Retreival-augmented applications

e Research Applications

o Computational linguistics
e Social science
¢ Digital humanities



Links and More Information

e Dataset available on Huggingface (dell-research-harvard/newswire)
e All models used also on huggingface
e For more information on methods and evaluation, see our paper.



